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To  fbe  (SbairniaD  apd  Meipbers 

OF  THE 

Biggleswade  Urban  Disfriet  eouneil. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  District  for  the  year,  1920. 

The  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  again 
been  followed  as  far  as  possible. 

I should  like  to  thank  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Chaundler  and  his  Staff 
for  their  kind  assistance  to  me  during  the  year,  and  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  loyal  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

I 

i Your  obedient  Servant, 

[May,  1921. 


J.  HUTCHINSON  WOOD. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1920 


Area  4647  acres 

Estimated  Population  for  calculation  of  birth- 
rate and  death-rate  5552 

Population  (Census  1911)  5375 

Increase  of  Population  1901 — 1911  255 

Density  of  Population  A little  over  1 person  per  acre 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1911  Census)...  1268 
Number  of  Persons  per  house  (at  last  Census)  4*2 

Birth-rate  per  1000  of  population  22'87 

Death-rate  per  1000  of  population 9.54 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1000  births  55  1 

Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  Ntl. 

Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  *9 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  Death-rate  per  lOOO 

of  population  1*08 

Cancer  Death-rate  per  1000  of  population  ...  -72 


Adopted  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  force  within  the  District. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 
Byedaws  or  Regulations  are  in  force  respecting : 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Cleansing  of  Footways. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

Cleansing  of  Privies. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Keeping  of  Animals. 

Offensive  Trades 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  etc. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Physical  Features. 

The  Biggleswade  Urban  District  comprises  an  area  of  4 647 
acres,  situated  in  the  Ivel  valley  at  the  Eastern  nan  nf  A ’ ! 

of  Bedford.  9 nriles  Sou.h-Eas.'of  Bedford!  a"d  ^“"ounded  by^^^^^ 

Biggleswade  Rural  District.  The  larger  and  older  nart  I ^ 

itself  lies  between  the  River  Ivel  and  the  main  liS^o?  tie 
Northern  Ra,lw.ay.  The  soil  is  chiefly  gravel  and  sand.  The 
.s  said  to  have  Its  source  near  Baldoclt,  in  Hertfordshire  thoueh  hs 
principal  branch  rises  on  the  North-Western  slooe  offU 
Hills  a little  to  the  North-Kast  of  Dunstable  H floi  !,  ^ "T 
County  in  a North-Easterly  direction,  and  after  a coirseTf  3^ 
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miles  it  joins  the  Ouse  at  Tempstord,  some  seven  miles  below 
Biggleswade.  The  ground  water  is  usually  at  a high  level  in  this 
district. 


Chief  Occupations. 

Market-gardening  is  the  chief  industry  ; there  is  also  a fairly 
extensive  carriage  and  motor-body  works. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

Estimated  population  is  6652, 

These  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
the  purpose  of  this  Report,  and  the  distinction  between  “birth-rate 
population”  and  “death-rate  population”  is  now  discontinued. 


Birth-Rate. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  127,  being 
74  males  and  53  females.  This  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  22-87  per 
1,000  of  the  popularion. 

The  birth-rate  for  1919  was  15-82,  and  the  average  for  the  past 
ten  years  is  21-23 

Three  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year,  all  males,  were 
illegitimate. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year  1920  was  25-4. 

Death-Rate. 

63  Deaths  occurred  among  the  civilian  population  belonging  to 
the  district,  viz.  ; 81  males  and  22  females,  representing  a death-rate 
of  9-54  per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  )5-78  for  the 
year  1919. 

This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  on  record.  The  average  for  the 
last  10  years  is  15-2 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1920  was  12-4. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  ; — 

Males.  Females. 


Influenza  1 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  ...  — 

Cancer  (malignant  disease)  ...  2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 3 

Bronchitis  1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)  1 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c — 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide  1 

Suicide  ...  1 

Other  defined  diseases 16 


1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 


31 


22 


4 


Infantile  Mortality. 

7 deaths  occurred  among  children  under  one  year  of  age.  viz.  ; 
4 male  and  8 female,  which  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  55*1  per  1,000 
births,  as  compared  with  113'6  for  1919.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1920  was  80. 

The  above  death-rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  district. 
The  following  were  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Syphilis  2 

Malnutrition  1 

Mucous  Colitis  1 

Convulsions  2 

Accidentally  Suffocated 1 


Zymotic  Death=Rate. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  no  deaths  occurred  from  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Cancer  Death-Rate. 

4 deaths  from  Cancer,  2 male  and  2 female,  occurred  during 
the  year.  This  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  '72  per  .,000  of  the 
population. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

1243  houses  are  supplied  by  services  from  the  mains  of  the 
Biggleswade  Water  Board,  an  additional  6 properties  having  been 
supplied  during  the  year.  Service  mains  have  also  been  provided  for 
the  new  cottages  in  Dell’s  Lane.  The  average  quantity  of  water 
supplied  per  head  per  day  (including  all  the  water  used  for  public 
purposes)  is  about  1.5  gallons. 

The  water  is  derived  from  a deep  well  in  the  lower  green  sand 
and  pumped  to  a large  reservoir  on  Topler’s  Hill.  The  supply  is 
constant,  and  ample  in  quantity,  and  recent  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  still  shows  it  to  be  of  e.xcellent  quality  and  in 
every  way  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewerage  Scheme,  completed  in  the  latter  part  of  1911  is 
in  full  working  order.  The  total  cost  of  the  undertaking  haq 
about  £20,473. 

Drainage  of  the  town  is  effected  by  a modified  “dual”  system 
of  sewers.  The  “soil”  sewers  take  all  the  surface  water  from  yards 
etc.,  at  back  of  houses,  the  other  surface  water  being  taken  awav  kI’ 
the  old  surface-water  drains.  ' ^ ^ 
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A complete  system  of  watertight  sewers  has  been  installed  ; the 
pipes  varying  from  15  inches  to  6 inches  in  diameter,  constructed  of 
glazed  earthenware  and  provided  with  necessary  manholes  and  lamp- 
holes.  Most  of  the  gradients  provide  for  self-cleansing  velocities 
and  the  upper  ends  of  most  of  the  manholes  are  provided  with 
flushing  valves. 

Storm  water  over-flow  sewers  have  also  been  provided.  On 
account  of  the  levels  it  was  found  impossible  to  design  a system  to 
discharge  by  gravitation  to  any  outfall  site,  so  it  was  decided  to 
overcome  the  difficulty  by  laying  comparitively  shallow  gravitating 
sewers  to  four  “lifting”  or  “ejector  stations,”  and  thence  to  raise 
the  sewage  to  the  outfall  works  by  means  of  pneumatic  ejectors,  and 
rising  mains.  One  of  these  ejector  stations  has  been  placed  at  the 
junction  of  Shortmead  Street  and  Sun  Street,  one  at  the  junction  of 
Mill  Lane  and  St.  Andrew’s  Street,  one  at  the  junction  of  Hitchin 
Street  and  Saffron  Road,  and  another  at  the  junction  of  Potton  Road 
and  Furzenhall  Road. 

The  dry  weather  flow  has  been  taken  at  20  gallons  per  head 
per  day  ; this  is  higher  than  the  actual  amount. 

The  ejectors  at  each  station  are  in  duplicate,  and  will  be  equal 
to  all  contingencies  of  flow.  Two  30  h.p.  gas  engines  driven  with 
suction  gas,  and  the  necessary  air-compressing  apparatus  for  operat- 
ing the  ejectors,  have  been  installed  at  the  Sewage  Farm. 

1156  dwelling  houses  are  connected  with  the  public  sewers. 
18  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  matter  is 
receiving  attention  with  regard  to  the  5 remaining  properties  which  it 
is  possible  to  connect. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Works  occupy  a site  of  over  8 acres  of  land  between 
Furzenhall  Road  and  the  G N.  Railway.  The  sewage  is  here  treated 
by  the  Bacterial  Method.  Screening  and  Detritus  Chambers,  Sedi- 
mentation Tanks  and  Percolating  Filters  deal  with  the  sewage  before 
being  discharged  into  the  water-course.  Adequate  land  is  available 
for  irrigation  treatment  should  it  be  necessary.  In  stormy  weather 
the  dilute  sewage  beyond  three  times  and  up  to  six  times  the  dry 
weather  flow  is  dealt  with  in  two  storm-water  tanks  before  passing  to 
the  water-course. 

The  amount  of  dry  weather  flow,  when  all  connections  are 
made,  has  been  estimated  to  be  about  120,000  gallons  per  day,  and 
six  times  this  amount  can  be  dealt  with  at  the  Works. 

The  two  Sedimentation  Tanks  hava  a total  capacity  of  127,425 
gallons. 

The  two  Storm-water  Tanks  have  a total  capacity  of  92,400 
gallons. 
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The  four  Percolating  Filters  are  circular,  68  feet  in  diameter 
and  an  average  depth  of  five  feet  of  filtering  medium.  The  total  area 
is  1,614  square  yards,  and  the  capacity  2,680  cubic  yards.  The 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission’s  P'ifth  Report  have  thus 
been  complied  with. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  airiount  of  sewage  being  dealt  with 
was  about  95,000  gallons  per  day. 

Extensions  and  alterations  of  the  sewerage  system  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  the  Sani- 
tary conveniences  of  the  town  and  the  number  of  conversions  during 


the  year  1920.  At  the  End 

of  1920. 

Number  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  | 

Ditto,  with  movable  receptacles  ) 

Water  Closets  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  1156 

Waste  and  hand-flushed  water  closets  0 

Number  of  privies  and  pail-closets  converted  to  the 

water  carriage  system  during  1920  18 


* All  but  five  of  this  number  are  in  premises  situated  outside 
the  sewerage  area. 

Scavenging. 

The  Council  carries  out  the  weekly  removal  of  house  refuse 
and  although  some  complaints  have  been  received,  these  have  had 
immediate  attention,  and  I think  on  the  whole  the  work  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory.  The  provision  of  proper  sanitary  dustbins  is 
still  unsatisfactory.  An  attempt  by  the  dustmen  during  the  year  to 
obtain  a list  of  premises  without  a suitable  receptacle  failed  but 
now  a house-to-house  inspection  has  been  started,  and  notices  are 
being  served  where  required. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  a suitable  site  outside  the  town. 
Some  night  soil  and  also  the  contents  of  cesspools  at  premises  out- 
side the  sewerage  area  receive  attention  as  required. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  3 common  lodging  houses  in  the  town  These  were 
regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  well  conducted. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

, .U  Sanitary  Inspector  will  be  found  at  the  end 

of  the  Report. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


1.  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  

_ 

Workship 

60 

9 

— 

Workplaces 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

60 

— 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Nur 

Found. 

nber  of  De 

Remedied. 

fects 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  P.H.  Acts  : — 
Want  of  cleanliness  

1 

1 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accomodation  : 
Insufficient  

2 

2 

_ 

Not  separate  for  sexes  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Offences  under  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts  ; — 

Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bakehouses 

4 

4 

Total  ... 

9 

9 

— 

— 

3.  HOMEWORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers  Lists. 

Lists  received  from 
Employers  twice  in  the 
year. 

Outwork  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Outwork  in 
infected 
premises, 

Lists. 

Outworkers 

Wearing  Apparel,  Making,  etc.  ... 

4 

2 

— 

— 

4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

8 

5 

10 

26 

7 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

56 

8 


Other  Sanitary  Conditions  requiring  Notice, 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  have  received  special  atten- 
tion with  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation,  and  defects  pointed 
out  to  owners  or  proprietors  have  been  remedied. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  is  carried  out  by  Dr.  Herdman,  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  County  of  Bedford.  Co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  provided 
for  by  arrangements  which  continue  to  work  satisfactorily. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  during 
the  past  year  for  epidemics  of  infectious  diseases. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  11  persons  registered  as  Cowkeepers  or  Dairymen. 

During  the  year  all  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  been  in- 
spected. Notices  to  remedy  sanitary  and  structural  defects  were 
complied  with.  The  removal  of  manure  and  cleansing  of  most  cow- 
sheds is  satisfactory,  but  there  are  a few  that  demand  greater  atten- 
tion in  this  respect. 

So  far  as  I am  aware  the  Supply  of  Milk  in  the  district  is 
adequate,  but  I do  not  think  the  distribution,  however  carefully  it 
is  carried  out,  will  be  really  satisfactory  until  milk  taken  on  a 
“round”  is  contained  in  sealed  sterilized  glass  bottles  varying  in 
size  to  meet  the  requirements  of  individual  customers. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  8 of  these  under  inspection,  and  generally  speaking 
they  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

Slaughter:=houses. 

There  are  6 slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  The  premises 
have  been  frequently  visited,  and  the  regulations  found  to  be  well 
observed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  slaughter-houses  in 
use  in  the  district  at  the  dates  mentioned  : — 

In  1914.  In  January,  1920.  In  December,  1920. 

Registered  5 5 5 

Licensed  1 1 I 

Total  ...  6 6 0 

Food  Inspection. 

As  the  result  of  inspection  various  quantities  of  canned  food 
meat  and  fish  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption' 
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PRELALENCiil  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally. 

During  the  year  11  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  as 


follows : — 

Erysipelas  1 

Scarlet  Fever  6 

Pneumonia  2 

Malaria  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 


This  number  compares  with  a total  of  28  notifications  for  1919, 
and  shows  that  the  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from 
infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

Of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  2 occurred  in  an  Institution  in  the 
district,  and  were  treated  there,  and  of  the  remaining  cases  1 was 
treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  remainder  in  their  own 
homes.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Some  cases  of  Measles  occurred  about  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

14  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  6 of  Non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  received.  Of  these  2 came  from  an 
Institution  in  the  district. 

5 deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  1 from  Non-pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis were  registered,  and  in  each  instance  the  premises  were 
disinfected. 

On  January  1st,  1921,  there  were  29  cases  of  Pulmonary,  and 
19  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  of  Notifica- 
tions, after  excluding  deaths  and  removals  from  the  district  before 
that  date. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE. 

All  the  work  under  the  above  headings  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Authority  in  this  district. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  STAFF. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  also  holds  the  additional 
appointments  of  Surveyor,  Water  Engineer,  &c.,  to  the  district. 
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2.  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Small  Pox  Hospital. 

This  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District,  in  a field  adjoining 
Langford  Road,  about  a mile  from  Biggleswade  Station.  It  is  a 
corrugated  iron  building  lined  with  match-board.  It  consists  of  2 
wards,  each  containing  6 beds.  There  is  a bath-room  and  sink 
adjoining  each  ward,  and  earth  closets  are  provided.  There  is  an 
administrative  block  and  a small  morluary.  A caretaker  resides  on 
the  premises. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  in  1902  at  a cost  of  £516. 


General  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  a permanent  building  situated  on  the  Potton  Road, 
about  one  mile  from  Biggleswade.  It  consists  of  an  Administra- 
tive Block,  Scarlet  Fever  Block,  Diphtheria  Block,  Typhoid  Block, 
Laundry,  Disinfection  Block  and  a Mortuary.  A modern  Washing- 
ton-Lyon  Steam  Disinfector  is  installed. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  in  1879  at  a cost  of  £2,500,  and 
enlarged  in  1904  at  a cost  of  £5,814. 

The  Adminstrative  Block  was  enlarged  in  1907  at  a cost  of 
£400.  Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  Block  10  beds 

Diphtheria  ,,  8 ,, 

Typhoid  „ 4 „ 


Total  22  ,, 


The  Hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the  Biggleswade  Joint 
Hospital  Board.  The  Medical  Officer  is  Dr.  R.  C.  Welsh,  of  Biggles- 
wade. During  the  year  1 Scarlet  Fever  patient  was  admitted  from 
the  Urban  District. 


I regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take  further  action 
during  the  year  towards  providing  a better  Administrative  Block 
and  "Observation  and  Discharge”  Wards.  The  need  for  both  is 
pressing. 


As  I believe  the  reason  is  largely  on  the  score  of  expense 
of  building  at  the  present  time,  I would  make  the  suggestion  that 
the  respective  Authorities  which  constitute  the  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  might  consider  the  advisability  of  approaching  neighbouring 
districts  wilh  a view  to  some  form  of  amalgamation  in  the  nrovi^^inn 
of  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the  County. 

There  are  always  certain  overhead  charges  which  have  tn  Bp 
incurred,  whether  a hospital  is  full  or  empty,  and  in  these  davV 
when  motor  anibulances  are  so  efficient  and  time-saving  in  the 
transport  of  patients,  distance  is  of  less  account  than  formerly  whpr. 
horse  transport  was  the  only  available  method. 
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The  proper  use  of  Isolation  Hospitals  is  a valuable  insurance 
in  districts  against  the  spread  of  certain  infectious  diseases,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  cost  of  that  insurance  should  not  be 
reduced,  if  it  is  possible  to  do  so  without  loss  of  efficiency. 

I do  not  say  that  the'above  suggestion  is  practicable,  as  I have 
no  definite  particulars  at  hand  of  the  position  and  number  of  Isola- 
tion Hospitals  in  the  County  and  neighbouring  Counties,  but  these 
no  doubt  could  be  easily  obtained,  and  I merely  put  it  forward  as  • 
a matter  for  inquiry  in  view  of  the  fact  that  something  will  have 

to  be  done  as  regards  our  own  Hospital  in  the  immediate  future. 

« 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  medical  men  practising  in 
the  town  can  obtain  free  Bacteriological  examinations  in  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Tuberculosis  and  Meningitis.  These 
examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Lister  Institute. 


HOUSING. 

(I)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

There  are  roughly  1280  houses  in  the  district,  and  of  these  I 
estimate  that  about  1000  are  working-class  houses. 

The  shortage  of  houses  now  is  just  as  acute  as  it  was  a year 
ago.  In  my  Annual  Report  for  1918,  I asked  for  the  immediate 
erection  of  150  houses  to  enable  me  to  deal  with  the  overcrowding, 
and  to  close  houses  especially  unfit  for  occupation,  in  the  Report  for 
1919,  I gave  further  information  regarding  this  condition,  and  now 
again  I wish  once  more  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  dire  need  of 
your  district.  For  the  44  houses  that  are  being  erected  on  the  Dell’s 
site,  you  have,  I believe,  received  something  between  60  and  70 
applications,  but  this  is  nothing  to  the  number  you  would  have 
received  if  the  rents  to  be  charged  had  been  fixed  in  accordance 
with  the  rents  of  already  existing  properties  with  similar  con* 
veniences. 

With  regard  to  the  measures  that  have  up  to  the  present  been 
taken  to  meet  the  shortage,  the  erection  of  44  houses  on  the  Dell’s 
Site  was  started  a year  ago ; by  the  end  of  1920,  none  were  com- 
pleted, but  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  I believe  10  are  com- 
pleted and  occupied,  and  I understand  a further  10  will  be  ready 
for  occupation  within  the  next  week  or  two  ; in  addition  a few  more 
are  showing  some  progress,  but  quite  a few  have  not  yet  risen  above 
the  concrete  foundations  and  at  the  present  rate  of  progress  it  will 
be  some  months  yet  before  this  particular  site  of  44  houses  will  be 
completed. 


12 


On  the  Newtown  Site  there  is  accommodation  for  188  houses, 
the  lay-out  for  which  I believe  received  the  approval  of  the  Housing 
Commissioners  many  months  ago.  Eoads,  sewers  and  water  supply 
for  this  site  are  progressing,  but  building  of  only  26  houses  is  pro- 
ceeding, and  recently  you  have  agreed  to  build  a further  26.  I can 
only  hope  that  the  rate  of  progress  wiir  be  better  on  this  site  than 
on  the  Dell’s  Site,  and  also  that  you  will  continue  at  very  short  in- 
tervals to  agree  to  the  building  of  further  houses  until  this  scheme 
* is  completed.  Meanwhile  I would  remind  you  that  quite  a large 
number  of  adults  and  children  in  the  district  are  living  under  ex- 
tremely unhealthy  conditions  so  far  as  housing  accommodation  is 
concerned. 

(II)  Overcrowding. 

This  condition  is  in  existence  in  very  many  houses.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  give  you  definite  figures,  as  nothing  less  than 
a house-to-house  visit  would  supply  them,  and  the  staff  at  my  dis- 
posal will  not  permit  of  this.  In  my  report  for  1919  I stated  that 
there  were  at  lease  20  overcrowded  houses,  but  this  number  I now 
believe  to  be  much  underestimated.  I have  received  letters  during 
the  year  from  owners  complaining  of  overcrowding  in  their  houses, 
and  asking  me  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  I have  been  quite  unable  to 
do  anything  owing  to  the  lack  of  other  housing  accommodation. 

The  remedy,  of  course,  is  the  erection  of  more  and  better 
houses,  and  until  a sufliciency  is  completed,  and  these  are  to  be 
had  at  a reasonable  rent,  I am  helpless  in  the  matter. 

(III)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

I have  previously  drawn  your  attention  to  the  low  standard 
generally  of  the  working-class  houses  in  the  district,  and  once  more 
I give  below  the  chief  defects  : — 

Faulty  construction  (lath  and  plaster). 

Dampness  (due  to  lack  of  damp  proof  course,  ground  floor 
rooms  below  street  level,  &c.). 

Decaying  roof  timbers. 

Lack  of  free  circulation  of  air  (due  to  houses  built  too  close 
together). 

Exclusion  of  sunlight  (for  the  same  reason,  and  also  due  to 
smallness  of  window  area  and  obstructive  buildings). 

Large  number  of  houses  with  only  two  bedrooms,  and  many 
with  even  less. 

Absence  of  accommodation  for  storage  of  food,  fuel  &;c 

Smallness  of  living  and  bedrooms  (together  with  low 
ceilings  in  many  houses). 

For  various  of  the  above  and  possibly  other  minor  defects 
there  are  a large  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district,  and  I have 
previously  given  you  my  opinion  that  there  are  250  that  cannot  be 
made  fit. 
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Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  impossible  to  deal  with  any  of 
these  250  properties  and  at  the  moment  there  appears  little  hope  of 
doing  so,  as  the  number  of  new  houses  already  approved  by  you  to 
be  erected  will  barely  supply  those  applicants  who  are  in  rooms  or 
lodgings,  and  leaves  none  available  to  take  the  place  of  houses  unfit 
for  habitation.  Some  owners  of  these  latter  are  making  enquiries 
now  as  to  whether  they  can  do  anything  to  make  them  fit,  and  the 
question  may  shortly  arise  and  be  brought  to  your  notice,  whether 
it  is  fair  to  allow  a landlord  to  spend  money  on  property  which  is 
structurally  defective,  can  never  be  brought  up  to  even  a moderate 
standard,  and  will  eventually  come  up  for  condemnation.  There 
can  surely  be  only  one  answer  to  this,  but  this  will  be  the  position 
unless  the  erection  of  new  houses  is  pressed  forward  with  vigour. 

During  the  year  22  defective  houses  have  been  made  reason- 
ably fit,  and  others  are  in  course  of  being  made  so.  There  was  some 
difficulty  with  regard  to  labour  and  supply  of  materials  in  the  eai'ly 
part  of  the  year,  but  this  has  now,  I understand,  been  largely  over- 
come. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  7 houses.  All  of  these 
were  empty  at  the  time,  2 were  in  a very  delapidated  condition,  and 
not  possible  to  be  made  fit,  and  the  remaining  5,  which  were 
thatched  cottages,  had  been  partially  destroyed  by  fire  • 

(IV)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  this  respect  up  to  the  present. 

(V)  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings,  and 

to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  are  in  opera- 
tion, but  there  are  none  as  affecting  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  as  to 
tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c. 

The  present  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a favourable  time  for 
revision  of  existing  bye-laws. 

The  following  Appendices  are  included  on  the  lines  suggested 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Statistics  for  Year  ended  3Ist  December,  1920. 


1.  GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  

(2)  General  death-rate  

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  

(4)  Infantile  mortality  

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ... 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 


5552 

9.54 

1.08 

55.1 

1280  approx. 
1000  approx. 
0 
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2.  UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts)  368 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  21 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  97 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  22 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  &c..  Act,  1919  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  2 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  0 

3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view 
to  Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I.,  or 
(b)  Part  II.  of  the  Act  of  1890  ’ None 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 

bye-laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Author- 
ity under  Section  25  of  H.  & T.P.,  &c.,  Act,  1919.  None 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  Housing  Work: 

(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(2)  One  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  also  Surveyor  and 
Water  Engineer  to  the  district. 
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REPOKT  of  SANITARY  INSPECTOB 

473  Premises  have  been  inspected  for  Sanitary,  or  Housing 
Defects. 

Preliminary  or  informal  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisancee 
observed  during  Ordinary  Inspections  of  the  District  were  served  as 


follows : — 

Dirty  water  supplies  1 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  90 

Accumulations  of  refuse  4 

Filthy  Closets  4 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  buildings  23 

Foul  ditches  2 

Miscellaneous  7 


Eight  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  investigated,  and  11 
premises  disinfected. 

Building  Plans. 

The  following  plans  for  New  Buildings  have  been  approved  by 


the  Council : — 

Dwelling  House  1 

Workshops  and  Business  Premises  4 

Alterations  to  existing  buildings  3 

Temporary  buildings  2 


Total  10 

Slaughter  Houses.  


There  are  6 slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  These  are  gem 
erally  in  good  structural  condition,  and  the  regulations  as  to  cleans- 
ing, etc.,  are  well  observed.  28  inspections  have  been  made  during 
the  year,  and  the  owners  or  occupiers’  attention  called  to  any 
sanitary  defects. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Eleven  persons  are  now  registered  as  Cowkeepers  and  Dairy- 
men. 32  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made,  and  six 
notices  to  remedy  sanitary  and  structural  defects,  have  been  served, 
the  necessary  work  being  subsequently  carried  out  by  the  persons 
responsible. 

Most  of  the  registered  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  condition  of  some  premises  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
Greater  attention  should  be  given  by  cowkeepers  to  the  cleansing 
and  washing  of  floors,  and  drains,  the  periodic  limewashing  of  the 
sheds,  and  to  the  more  frequent  removal  of  manure. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  eight  bakehouses  under  inspection,  all  of  which  are 
fairly  satisfactory  as  regards  their  general  condition.  In  some 
instances  more  frequent  cleansing  and  limewashing  is  required.  The 
bakehouses  have  been  regularly  visited,  and  four  notices  to  cleanse 
have  been  given. 


16 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  now  56  Workshops  on  the  Register.  Sixty  visits 
have  been  made  to  these  premises  and  the  necessary 
cleansing  notices  given  where  required. 

Food  Inspections. 

Foodshops  and  stores  have  been  frequently  inspected.  12 
quantities  of  foodstuffs  have  been  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit' 
for  human  consumption.  These  included  ; Beef  4,  mutton  2,  tinned 
goods  4,  fish  2. 

Water  Supply. 

Six  additional  premises  have  been  connected  to  the  water’ 
mains  during  the  year.  Three-inch  diameter  water  mains,  equipped 
with  the  necessary  sluice  valves,  hydrants,  etc.,  have  been  laid  on 
the  Newtown  and  Dells  Lane,  Housing  Sites,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  new  houses  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  have  been 
connected  to  the  existing  water  mains. 

Scavenging. 

The  removal  of  house  I'efuse  is' carried  out  weekly,  so  far  as  is 
possible,  but  this  work  is  greatly  retarded  by  the  absence  in  many 
instances,  of  proper  receptacles  for  refuse.  A detailed  inspeetion 
of  the  district  is  now  in  progress,  with  a view  to  the  provision,  where 
required,  of  sanitary  dustbins. 

Sewerage. 

1,156  houses  are  now  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewers.  18 
new  connections  were  made  during  the  year.  Five  properties 
remain  unconnected.  These  are  receiving  attention. 

The  following  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  been 
carried  out  by  direct  labour,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor 

An  additional  storm  water  overflow  sewer  was  provided  to 
the  main  outfall  sewer  in  Potton  Road.  A weir  chamber  was  con- 
structed near  the  Potton  Road  ejector  chamber,  and  a 9-inch  sewer 
laid  along  Furzenhall  Road,  discharging  to  a lagoon  at  the  Sewage 
Works.  This  has  effectually  prevented  the  flooding  of  premises 
from  house  drains  during  wet  weather,  which  has  hitherto  taken 
place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Potton  Road. 

The  existing  6-inch  sewer  in  Back  Street  was  taken  up,  and  a 
new  9-inch  sewer  was  laid,  at  a sufficient  depth  to  receive  the 
drainage  from  the  Dells  Housing  Site.  The  necessary  sewers  have 
been  laid  on  this  site  by  the  Contractors,  to  serve  the  houses  now 
in  course  of  erection. 

The  sewers  on  the  Newtown  Housing  Site  are  also  in  course 
of  construction  by  the  Contractor  responsible  for  this  work 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Ministrv  oT 
Health,  these  premises  have  been  inspected.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary in  one  instance  to  require  the  provision  of  additional  lavatow 
accommodation,  which  requirement  has  now  been  carried  out 


